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April 26, 2006

State Pipeline Coordinator’s Office BY FAX
411 West 4™ Avenue, Suite 2C
Anchorage, AK 99501

Re: ANGDA Public Participation
Dear Janetta:

I'wanted to putt in writing for the record what we talked about over the phone a while ago. 1 was
very disturbed to leam that the agency would not accept comments by email. Email is how many
people these days submit written comments; they don’t send letters. There is nothing inherently
inferior about a letter transmitted by email as opposed 1o one transmitted by snail mail or fax. 1
could have submitted this letter by email, if I hadn’t been told that it would be disregarded, and it
would have been identical substantively to this letter that I am submitting by FAX.

There will be two unfortunate consequences of this “no email” policy: some people, perhaps a
fair number, will not comment; and some people will believe that the agency is intentionally
limiting the number of comments it will have to consider. Neither of these results is desirable.
The agency should be encouraging, not discouraging, public participation and comment,

That you might receive large amounts of what you call “spam,” that is, form emails, is not a valid
Justification for disallowing email comments. There is “spam” snail mail, too: petitions, form
letters, form postcards, etc. There is a way to deal with both electronic and paper “spam”: that i,
consider, but discount, communications which show a lesser level of knowledge, time,
commitment, etc. Agencies do this all the time.

These types of comments are not worthless, They demonstrate interest in a topic, a preferred
outcome, and a commitment to visit a website, or open and read a paper alert, and send a
comment. An environmentalist would not submit a comment, no matter how easy it might be to
do so, opening all State Park lands to unlimited ORV use. A member of the AOC would not
submit a comment banning all trapping. Instead of disallowing comments transmitted in a
particular way, all comments should be accepted—but form comments, whether electronic or
paper, should be given less weight,

Thank you for your time on the phone, and for considering this letter,
Sincerely,

Cliff Eames

Kenny Lake,Alaska

HC 60, Box 306T
Copper Center, AK 99573

cliff520@kennylakeak net
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