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COPPER COUNTRY ALLIANCE

HC 60 Box 3067 -

Copper g:nter, Alaska 99573 RECEIVED

Phone (907) 822-3644 Fax (SOIGIRTSPIPELINE OFFICE

e-mail cca@coppervaileyak.net

“Protacting the rural and wild natwral ¢ ¢
vhecting the rur a wral gn Jm?f? ﬁm 8 58

wWrangetl Mountaing/Copper Bast

April 26, 2006

State Pipeline Coordinator’s Office BY FAX TO (907 272-0650
411 West 4" Avenue, Suite 2C
Anchorage, AK 99501

Re: ANGDA: Commissioner’s Analysis, Proposed Decision and Action & Draft Conditional Right-of-
Way Lease

Dear JPO Staff:

Copper Country Alliance is a grassroots 501(c)(3) organization that addresses conservation issues in the
Copper Basin, Most of our members are Copper Basin residents. We are providing the following
comments on the ANGDA proposal, and have bold-faced our questions and requests.

1) WILDLIFE HABITAT: ANGDA proposes to deviate from the Glenn Highway and go behind Sheep
Mountain. It would go along Squaw, Caribou, Chitna and Boulder Creeks, traversing some of the region’s
best habitat for Dall sheep, as well as important caribou and moose habitat. A major concern is whether
gas line construction would “improve” access and increase the amount and range of ATV traffic. (There is,
for instance, a natural barrier up Caribou Creek. If this were blasted, it would provide ATV access.) This
in tum could be expected to affect wildlife.

According to ADFG data, the 2004 harvest for that area included 23 Dall sheep, 12 caribou, 70 moose, and
11 grizzly bear. These are significant numbers. Therefore, a project that could impact wildlife is of
considerable concern to ADFG biologists, hunters, photographers, and recreationists.

What justifies this deviation from the highway? Your legal notice suggests that ANGDA is asking for
this deviation because “the highway right-of-way can not accommodate a pipeline”. What censideration
has been given to ANGDA's acquiring a right-of-way or easement on other lands near the highway

right-of-way?

We request that the conditional right-of-way lease require, in addition to the other plans, a plan that
studies and addresses impacts to wildlife.

2) RECREATION: The deviation mentioned above goes through a highly scenic hiking route, one of
those described in 55 Ways to the Wilderness by Helen Nienhueser and John Wolfe, Jr. ATV traffic has
impaired this wilderness experience; it would be important to understand if construction of the gas line
would lead to even more motorized recreation. We request that the conditional right-of-way lease
require ANGDA to complete a plan that studies and addresses impacts to recreation.

3) SOIL, WATER AND FISH DMPACTS: Larger diameter gas lines-—unless their temperatures are
carefully adjusted along their routes—alter soil and water temperatures in undesirable ways. Such lines can
thaw permafrost, resulting in erosion and siltation that harms fish. Alternately, such lines can freeze non-
permafrosted areas, which can make the pipeline move in a process known as “frost jacking”™. If a chilled . -
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line freezes ground water and streams, fish and their eggs can die. An ANGDA representative has assured
us that their 24” line is too small to cause these impacts. We request that you obtain independent
verification of this claim from qualified engineers with experience in the discontinuous permafrost
zone. We also request that the conditional right-of-way lease require ANGDA to complete a fish
resource plan.

4) CITIZENS’ OVERSIGHT: During the 1990’s, while pursuing a Prudhoe-to-Valdez gas line, Yukon
Pacific Corp. (YPC) funded an Environmental Review Committee (ERC). Copper Country Alliance was a
member of that committee. Putting aside our opinions about whether there should be such a gas pipeline,
our group and the other members of the ERC worked with YPC on sow to make the pipeline the best
possible. The advantage to YPC was that it learned in advance what specific objections the environmental
community might have about pipeline features and routing. The advantage to environmental groups was
that we leamned a great deal about the pipeline, were able to put to rest some of our concerns and focus on
the main issues.

We strongly believe that a Citizens’ Oversight Group, similar to the ERC but with independent science
advisors, would be a huge benefit to the people of this state (who, after all, own the gas and own much of
the land through which the ANGDA line would pass). This group would see the project through from
beginning to end (design/construction/operation). There should be an environmental subcommittee (to
oversee issues like wildlife, erosion and stream crossings) and a socio-economic subcommittee (to deal
with issues like local hire, job training, and cultural resource protection, and to see that maximum benefit
flows to Alaskan communities). The group should be funded and staffed, have independent science
advisors, and be independent of ANDGA'’s control. We request that establishment and funding of a
Citizens’ Oversight Group, as described above, be a condition of the ANGDA lease,

If an argument is made that ANGDA already has a board, we respond that we do not propose to displace
the board or add to its work. Rather, a Citizens” Oversight Group would have a very different purpose and
function from the ANGDA Board, which exists to make the project happen. The ANGDA Board
composition reflects that purpose. A Citizens’ Oversight Group, in contrast, would have the same purpose
as the ERC did-—to make this the best possible pipeline from environmental and socio-economic
viewpoints. Alaska Natives, environmental organizations, unions, landowners® associations, and groups
like the Copper Basin Development Association would have places at the table.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We hope to see our requests reflected in a modified conditional
right-of-way lease. We also hope that you will respond to our questions.

Sincerely,
COPPER COUNTRY ALLIANCE

Aot Pl

Ruth McHenry
Volunteer Staff




